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Benefits
• 100% wildflower seed (no grass seed)
• Shade tolerant species
• All UK native wildflowers
• Low maintenance
• Delivers biodiversity
• Adds colour

Our John Chambers Shade Mix 100% is a native 
wildflower seed mixture specifically designed for damp, 
low-light areas, such as along hedgerows, woodland 
edges, and understory planting. 
This 100% wildflower mix includes 13 species* of shade-
adapted perennials, biennials, and selected annuals. When 
sown at 2g/m2 it creates a diverse, visually appealing 
display that thrives in conditions where sunlight is limited.
Once established, this mixture provides low-maintenance, 
long-term understory habitats for pollinators, woodland 
invertebrates, and birds in areas that are challenging for 
typical meadow mixes to establish.

Application & Care
When to sow: Spring (Mar-May) and Autumn (Aug-Oct)

Preparation: Best sown into bare soil. Existing 
vegetation should be cleared.

Application rate: 2g/m2. Larger areas allow 25kg/ha.

Application: Apply evenly by hand or mechanical 
spreader¹, lightly roll or tread to optimise seed-to-soil 
contact. Ensure the area is well watered.
Establishment: Expect flowering from year one, with full 
diversity development over 2–3 seasons.
Management: Light cutting or removal of arisings once 
or twice a year, depending on objectives, to prevent 
shading of smaller species.
Long-Term Care: Avoid fertilisers and minimise 
disturbance to maintain species diversity.

* The exact mix may vary depending on season and harvest, and additional species may be included.
¹ If using a mechanical spreader, an inert bulking agent may be needed to increase the weight of the mix. For this, we would suggest adding a dry-sand or sawdust to the mix. Regularly mix to ensure 
seed is evenly dispersed. 
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Location overview Best suited to damp, shaded, or partially shaded sites, including hedgerows, 
woodland edges, under tree canopy, and shaded garden or parkland areas. 
Performs well across rural and urban landscapes with low light conditions.

Shade tolerance Highly shade tolerant. Performs well under partial canopy and in low-light 
conditions. Flowering may reduce under dense shade.

Soil type Medium-textured soils, tolerating moisture retention and partial dryness. 
Performs best in low- to moderately fertile soils.

Soil fertility Low to moderate fertility is ideal. Fertiliser is not recommended, as it can 
reduce wildflower diversity.

Moisture Tolerates damp to moderately moist soils, including areas with seasonal 
waterlogging, but established sward is resilient in fluctuating conditions.

Growing Conditions

Species Flowering Period & Colour

Call the office to place 
your order

Application Rates

Pack size g/m² m² / pack
100g 2 50
1kg 2 500

John Chambers Shade Mix 100%
JC8006

Note: The exact mix may vary depending on season and harvest, and additional species may be included.
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To achieve the best results, sowing should be made into 
clean, bare soil and maintenance guidelines followed.

Plan Ahead 

Autumn-sown mixes show higher diversity of germination in the first spring due to seed stratification (cold 
periods followed by warmer temperatures break seed dormancy and speed up germination). 

Spring-sown mixes will have a lower germination rate in the first year, with greater establishment following the 
first winter. 

While there is no right or wrong season to sow a wildflower seed mix, it’s important to understand the distinct 
advantages and considerations of sowing in either autumn or spring. 

Preparation 

Remove existing vegetation using your preferred method. Lightly cultivate the top layer of soil, taking care 
not to disturb deeper layers, as this can bring dormant weed seeds to the surface. Do not sow the wildflower 
seed mix at this stage. 

Allow a period of two weeks for any residual weed seeds in the soil to germinate. Once visible growth 
appears, remove it using your chosen method and re-cultivate the soil surface. If time permits, repeat this 
process until weed regrowth is minimal or eliminated.

Only then should the area be sown with an appropriate wildflower seed mix. 

Sowing 

The standard sowing rate for a mix containing 100% wildflowers is 2g/m². Increasing the rate will not enhance 
results; instead, it can lead to excessive competition and a weak, unsustainable sward. 

When sowing with mechanical spreaders, it’s usually necessary to bulk out the seed mix with an inert carrier such 
as dry sand or sawdust. This not only aids even distribution but also makes it easier to see which areas have 
been covered. The same principle applies to hand sowing. Ensure the seed and carrier are regularly mixed during 
application to prevent separation and maintain even sowing. 

After sowing, it’s crucial to firm the seed into the soil to ensure good contact for germination. The seed should 
remain on or just beneath the soil surface, do not bury it. Use a roller for larger areas or simply tread the seed in 
by foot on smaller plots. 

Maintenance (Every year) - 100% Wildflower Seed mixes 

Allow the sward to grow: Let the entire wildflower area grow undisturbed throughout the growing season. 

Time the cut carefully: Once seed heads have dispersed, carry out a full cut of the sward. 

Remove clippings: Collect & remove all cuttings to prevent nutrient build-up and support continued wildflower growth. 

Expect some grass regrowth: Some grasses will naturally begin to re-establish over time, which is normal and 
manageable. 

Wildflowers can compete: By this stage, wildflowers should be well-established and able to cope with a moderate level 
of grass competition. 

Maintenance – 100% Mixes with Annuals 

Preparation and sowing methods remain the same as when sowing a standard 100% wildflower mix, with up to 1g/m² 
of annual seed additional to the mix. By using this method, you should expect the following: 

YEAR 1: annuals flowering with a few species of perennial 

YEAR 2: more perennials flowering, with a few annuals 

YEAR 3: very few annuals, but a more vibrant perennials display developing (and each year thereafter)
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Shade Mix 100% JC8006

This 100% native wildflower mix includes 13 species* of shade-adapted perennials, biennials, and selected annuals. 
When sown at 2g/m2 it creates a diverse, visually appealing display that thrives in conditions where sunlight is limited 
such as woodland and hedgerow understory planting.

Classic Meadow 80/20

This grass and wildflower seed mixture is designed to bring a splash of colour to general-purpose sites. Combining 
80% fine grasses with 20% native wildflowers of 16 different species*, this mix establishes a durable, attractive 
display suitable for a wide range of soils and conditions when sown at 5g/m2. The grass component ensures quick 
cover, soil stabilisation, and easy management, while the wildflowers provide seasonal flowering and ecological value. 
Suitable for field margins and wildflower meadows.

Dual Purpose 50/50

This versatile mix features 21 species* of generalist native wildflowers. It combines 50% meadow grasses with 50% 
wildflower seeds, providing first-year colour from annual species while establishing a long-lasting perennial meadow. 
Sown at 4g/m2, it is designed to thrive in most soil types and conditions, offering both ecological value and visual 
impact, ideal for field margins and wildflower meadows.

Need something different? 

We also offer John Chambers’ 
Bespoke Blending Service. 

Contact us to discuss your 
needs and we will do our best to 
find a solution that suits you.

Shade Mix 100% Dual Purpose 50/50
Classic Meadow 80/20

Shade Mix 100% Dual Purpose 50/50
Classic Meadow 80/20

Code g/m² m² / 100g 
pack

m² / 1kg 
pack

Shade Mix 100% JC8006 2 50 500

Dual Purpose 50/50 JC8210 4 25 250

Classic Meadow 80/20 JC4126 5 20 200
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